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The schools of Cordova and Seville still educated men
in science and literature. Geometry, algebra, natural
history, and poetry were studied, and the houses and
gardens of the Moors were still exquisite ; but their
fiery courage and steady endurance were gone, their
emirs were disunited, and every dispute among them
was the occasion of fresh advances to the Christian.
The Castilian knights made forays up to the very
walls of Medina-Sidonia; and when the emir of Seville,
Mahommed Aben Abed, sent to Burgos to complain,
Alfonso replied by sending his treasurer, a Jew, with
five hundred knights as escort, to demand tribute. So
much enraged were the Moors that they slew the
whole, an act so unlike the gentle poetical Aben Abed
that it was probably the work of some popular rising.

The danger thus incurred was such to the whole
Mahommedan power in Spain that a divan was held
at Seville, to which each emir came in person, or sent
a kadi to represent him, and the proposal was there
l)roughHon|-ard of calling in the aid of their African
brethren.

<S\TI times beyond the ken of history the Lamboimab
tribe had migrated from Yemen, or Arabia Felix, and
had taken up their abode in the desert of Western
Africa, between the Atlas mountains and Senegambia,
where they lived a wandering life, like their forefathers
in Arabia; not mingling with other tribes, but wearing
camels' hair, and driving their flocks wherever pasture
was abundant.

Somewhere about the middle of the eleventh century
the faith of Mahommed was brought to them by
an imaum from Fez, named Abd-Allah-ben-Yasim,
who came as a missionary to bring the Koran and all